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Wi-Fi Access

Network:

Passcode:

Please ensure your phone is
turned to Silent or Vibrate Mode



Session I: 

Welcome & Introductory Remarks

Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research 

Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth University

Judith Ertle, Boehringer Ingelheim  
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Overview of the Liver Forum

Regulatory 
Agencies

Industry

Patients/ 
Community

Foundation/ 
Consortia

Academic/ 
Clinical 

Researchers

Professional 
Societies

Liver 
Forum

▪ What: a platform for ongoing multi-stakeholder
dialogue to identify barriers, prioritize research
and identify solutions to accelerate
therapeutic development for NAFLD/NASH

▪ How: provide a neutral, independent, safe
space for discussion and deliberation across
stakeholder groups

▪ Focus on developing consensus, increasing
synergy and collaboration, and reducing
duplication and uncertainty

▪ Ongoing working group activity throughout
the year anchored by larger project events

▪ Active & engaged participation
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Forum Operating Principles 

▪ Independent and neutral venue 

▪ Ongoing multi-stakeholder dialogue

▪ Each stakeholder group has an equal voice

▪ Facilitate best science-based decisions, in real time

▪ Break down inefficiencies and redundancy

▪ Increase clarity, collaboration and innovation

▪ Benefit to whole field, especially patients
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Forum = Safe Space 

▪ Closed meeting

▪ No marketing

▪ No press

▪ Bring your expertise

▪ Leave your “hat” at the door
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Rules of the Room and Zoom

What’s said in the room, stays in the room

What’s said in the room, is not for attribution

Let the science speak

Active participation 



8   |   FORUM FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH  |   CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH

Steering Committee

Co-Chairs

Veronica Miller
Forum for Collaborative Research

Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth 
University

Judith Ertle, Boehringer Ingelheim

Regulatory

Ruby Mehta, FDA/ CDER/ DHN

Joachim Musaus
European Medicines Agency

Charmaine Stewart, FDA/CDER/DHN

Patient 
Advocates

Donna Cryer, Global Liver Institute

Wayne Eskridge
Fatty Liver Foundation

Lorraine Stiehl
American Liver Foundation

Consortia
Quentin Anstee, LITMUS

Sudha Shankar, NIMBLE

Society
Naga Chalasani, AASLD

Annalisa Berzigotti, EASL

Academia

Manal Abdelmalek, Mayo Clinic

Mazen Noureddin, Houston Research Institute

Jörn Schattenberg, University Medical Center 
Mainz

Brent Tetri, Saint Louis University

Stavra Xanthakos

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center

Industry

Michelle Long, Novo Nordisk 

Margery Connelly, LabCorp

Céline Fournier, Echosens

Melissa Palmer, Liver Consulting LLC

David Shapiro, Industry Consultant

David Shapiro, Industry Consultant
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Liver Forum Sponsors
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Forum Team 

• Veronica Miller – Director 

• Brenda Rodriguez – Deputy Director

• Azza Karrar – Senior Research Associate

• Logan Donaldson – Research Associate

• Sehyr Khan – Research Associate

• Mitchell Leus – Research Associate

• Shilpa Mitra – Research Associate

• Nicholas Murdock – Research Associate

• Alicia Jellinek – Program Financial Analyst 

• Christopher Berry – Events Manager

• Donnice Butler – Senior Administrative Assistant

• Robin Schaefer – Postdoctoral Scholar

• Chris Hoffman – IT and Operational Director

• Margot Yann – Lead Data Scientist

• Zachary Rooney – Research Associate

• Sammy Berman – Research Data Analyst

• Jeffrey S. Murray – Program Advisor

• John Sninsky – Program Advisor

• Alessi Ayvaz – Student Researcher

• Danielle Howard Stewart – Graduate Student 

Researcher

• Andriana Marijic Buljubasic – Graduate Student 

Researcher



Review of Liver Forum 15 
Goals and Objectives

Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research 
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Goals for Today 

▪ Develop clarity on MASLD/MASH nomenclature -- drug development

▪ Regulatory, industry, patient perspectives

▪ In collaboration with AASLD and EASL

▪ Support transition to non-invasive approach to MASH 

▪ Stimulate new thinking re diagnostics

▪ Update on working group activities 

▪ Life/soul of LF!

▪ LBNL: Walk away with new insights, colleagues and collaborations! 



Session II: Steatotic Liver Diseases: 
Review of New Nomenclature from 
Multi-Stakeholders Perspectives

Moderators:

Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research

Jörn Schattenberg, University Medical Center Mainz 
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Panel Discussion

Panelists:

▪ Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth University

▪ Meena Bansal, Mount Sinai Hospital, NY

▪ Sven Francque*, University of Antwerp, Belgium

▪ George Makar*, US Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

▪ Joachim Musaus, European Medicines Agency (EMA)

▪ Don Chalfin, Patient 

▪ Henry Chang*, Fatty Liver Foundation

▪ Michelle Long, NovoNordisk

▪ Judith Ertle, Boehringer Ingelheim



General Discussion



Session III: Advances in Digital 
Pathology & AI/ML for MASH

Moderator: Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth  



The Role of AI/ML in MASH 
Digital Pathology

Dean Tai, HistoIndex 



The Role of AI/ML in MASH 
Digital Pathology

Janani Iyer & Katy Wack*, PathAI 



The Role of AI/ML in MASH 
Digital Pathology

Mathieu Petitjean, PharmaNest 



The Role of AI/ML in MASH 
Digital Pathology

Cindy Serdjebi, BioCellvia 



General Discussion



Coffee Break 
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Wi-Fi Access

Network:

Passcode:

Please ensure your phone is
turned to Silent or Vibrate Mode



Session IV: Moving Forward with NITs

Moderators: 

Laurent Castera, Université Paris Cite Hôpital Beaujon 

Meena Bansal, Mount Sinai Hospital, NY  



Brief Overview of Liver 
Forum Work in NITs

Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research
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Supplementary Materials

Comorbidities & Surgical History
Anthropometrics
Specialized Biomarkers
Health Related Quality of Life
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▪ LF12

▪ Review diagnostic and prognostic NITs

▪ LF14

▪ Review treatment response NITs

https://forumresearch.org/liver-forum/liver-forum-meetings/1744-liver-forum-12
https://forumresearch.org/liver-forum/liver-forum-meetings/1799-liver-forum-14


FDA NIT Workshop: Open 
Invitation

Abbas Bandukwala*, US Food and Drug Administration

 



Quentin Anstee*, Newcastle University 

Proposal to the Liver 
Forum
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Quentin Anstee LF12



34   |   FORUM FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH  |   CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH



35   |   FORUM FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH  |   CATALYZING CLINICAL RESEARCH TO IMPROVE GLOBAL HEALTH

Panel Discussion

Panelists:

▪ Manal Abdelmalek*, Mayo Clinic

▪ Vlad Ratziu, Sorbonne Université

▪ Claudia Filozof, Fortrea

▪ Corinna Schoelch, Boehringer Ingelheim 

▪ Michael Betel, Fatty Liver Alliance 

▪ Michael Middleton, UC San Diego



Session V: Stretch Exercise: 
Pragmatic Benefit-Risk Assessment 

for Diagnostics
Moderator: Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research 



A New Look at Benefit-Risk 
in Diagnostics

Scott Evans, George Washington University



General Discussion



Session VI: Working Group Updates 
and Proposals 



MASH (NASH) Placebo Arm 
Database

Michael Cooreman, Inventiva Pharma 

 



Combination Therapy 

Michelle Long, Novo Nordisk 



Pooling of Endpoints 
Across Trials

Michelle Long, Novo Nordisk 



Discussant

Laurent Castera, Université Paris Cite Hôpital Beaujon 



New Working Group: 
Radiology Liver Diseases 
(RLD) Program

Michael Middleton, UC San Diego



New Working Group: 
Intersection of Steatotic 
Liver Disease (SLD) and 
Alcohol Liver Disease 
(ALD)- Met-ALD
Nikhil Vergis, GlaxoSmithKline



Discussants

Donna Cryer, Global Liver Institute

Roberto Calle*, Regeneron



Closing Remarks

• Arun Sanyal, Virginia Commonwealth University

• Judith Ertle, Boehringer Ingelheim

• Veronica Miller, Forum for Collaborative Research
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Liver Forum Sponsors
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LF 15 Evaluation & Working Groups Sign up  

▪ Use the QR codes provided for you in your participant folder 
to complete the evaluation and sign up for the new working 
groups 



Adjourn and

Networking Reception 
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