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We  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  patients  
behind  the  science . Their  stories  and  
struggles  drive  our  research  and  
innovation .

A Legacy of Science and Humanity

Col. Stephen A. Harrison, MD, FAASLD
1969 - 2024

Innovation  does  not  happen  in  isolation . 
It  requires  collaboration,  dedication,  and  
a persistent  focus  on  the  needs  of  the  
community  we  serve .

“

“
2© 2026 Fatty Liver Foundation



Dr . Stephen  A. Harrison’s  pioneering  work  in  
metabolic  liver  disease  has reshaped  the  field  
by  embedding  patient  perspectives  directly  into  
research,  clinical  care,  and  policy .

The  Harrison  Fellowship  honors  his  vision  by  
empowering  patient  advocates  to  become  equal  
partners  in  advancing  liver  health  innovation .

A Legacy of Science and Humanity

Col. Stephen A. Harrison, MD, FAASLD
1969 - 2024
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Why This Fellowship Was Created
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• St e a t o t ic  live r d ise a se s  like  MASH a nd  ALD a re  
b e c o m ing  c e n t ra l t o  live r re se a rc h  a nd  d rug  
d e ve lo p m e n t .

• Ne w  t he ra p e u t ic s  a re  a d va nc ing  ra p id ly t h ro ug h  
c lin ic a l t ria ls  a nd  re g u la t o ry re vie w .

• This  d yna m ic  e nviro nm e n t  re q u ire s  up -t o -d a t e  
p a t ie n t  inp u t  t o  e n su re  re se a rc h  re le va nc e  a nd  
p a t ie n t -c e n t e re d  o u t c o m e s .

• Me a n ing fu l p a t ie n t  e ng a g e m e n t  is  c ruc ia l t o  
im p ro ve  t ria l d e s ig n , re c ru it m e n t , a nd  re g u la t o ry 
d e c is io ns .

Evolving Research Landscape
• Pa t ie n t s  a re  o ft e n  invit e d  t o  d isc uss io ns  w it ho u t  

a d e q ua t e  t ra in ing  in  sc ie n t ific  o r re g u la t o ry 
c o nc e p t s .

• La c k o f p re p a ra t io n  lim it s  t he ir a b ilit y  t o  c o n t rib u t e  
m e a n ing fu lly  t o  c lin ic a l t ria l d e s ig n  a nd  p o lic y 
d isc uss io ns .

• This  c re a t e s  a  d isc o nne c t  b e t w e e n  p a t ie n t  ne e d s  
a nd  re se a rc h  p ro c e sse s , w e a ke n ing  s t ud y 
re le va nc e  a nd  im p a c t .

• The  Fe llo w sh ip  a d d re sse s  t h is  b y e q u ip p in g  
a d vo c a t e s  w it h  t he  ne c e ssa ry kno w le d g e  a nd  skills  
t o  e ng a g e  e ffe c t ive ly.

Gap in Patient Engagement
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From Voice to Partnership

Patient  stories  showed  us where  the  road  was  difficult . Partnership  
allows  patients  to  design  the  road  ahead .

The  future  of  patient  engagement
is an equal  partnership .
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Building a Fellowship for Impact

• Fo und a t io ns  o f 
re g u la t o ry sc ie nc e  
a nd  c lin ic a l t ria l 
d e s ig n

• Exp e rt -le d  se ss io ns  
w it h  le a d ing  vo ic e s  
in  live r he a lt h

EDUCATION

01

• Guid a nc e  fro m  
c lin ic a l re se a rc h , 
re g u la t o ry sc ie nc e , 
ind us t ry, a nd  
a d vo c a c y le a d e rs

• Pe rso na lize d  
sup p o rt  t o  a d va nc e  
Fe llo w s’ g o a ls

MENTORSHIP
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• Pa rt ic ip a t io n  in  live r 
re se a rc h  m e e t ing s  
a nd  ind us t ry fo rum s

• Co nne c t io ns  w it h  
re se a rc h , p o lic y, 
ind us t ry, a nd  c lin ic a l 
t ria l c o m m un it ie s

ENGAGEMENT & 
NETWORKING
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• Co lla b o ra t ive  
ne t w o rk o f Fe llo w s

• Dive rs it y  o f 
b a c kg ro und s  a nd  
a d vo c a c y 
e xp e rie nc e

GROUP 
SUPPORT
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Dr. Meena B. Bansal Gina BartesDr. Naim Alkhouri Dr. Michael P. Cooreman Jenn Leigh Jones

Dr. Fasiha Kanwal Dr. George A. Makar Dr. Veronica Miller Dr. Mazen Noureddin Dr. Maru Rinella

Powered by Collaboration
Mentors
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Dr. Tania Kamphaus
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Powered by Collaboration
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Mentors
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Patient Perspective
Fellows ensure clinical trials focus on outcomes that truly matter to 
patients, highlighting patient burden and priorities.
Trial Design
They contribute insights on endpoint selection and protocol feasibility 
to improve trial relevance and accessibility.
Recruitment and Retention
Fellows identify barriers to participation and help design strategies to 
boost enrollment and keep patients engaged.
Benefit –Risk & Regulatory Discussions
By sharing real -world patient experiences, fellows strengthen 
regulatory evaluations and foster transparent decision -making.

Where Fellows Add Value
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Jennifer  Berg  (Texas,  USA)
Jacki  Chen  (New  Jersey,  USA)
Mark  Curran  (Massachusetts,  USA)  
Bruce  D. Dimmig  (Arizona,  USA)
Lorrinda  Gray -Davis  (Texas,  USA)
Susan  Horava  (Ohio,  USA)
Marianthi  Kavelidou  (Massachusetts,  USA)
Úna  Keightley  (Ireland)
Silvana  Lesidrenska  (Bulgaria)
Kimberly  Alice  Martinez  (Oklahoma,  USA)

Meet the 2025–2026 Fellows

Pamela  S. Miller  (Ohio,  USA)
Rebecca  Anne  Randall  (Ohio,  USA)
Lindsey  Ruth  Moore  (North  Carolina,  USA)
Julie  Peyaut  (Canada)
Gabriela  Portugal -Bouza  (Utah,  USA)  
Michele  M. Radcliffe  (California,  USA)
Kerry  Marie  Sivia  (Illinois,  USA)
Melaine  Smith  (Kansas,  USA)
Jennifer  Thorp  (Washington,  USA)
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Harrison Fellows and FLF Team at the Liver Meeting 2025. Photo by Taylor Mickal (www.TaylorMickal.com)

Meet the 2025–2026 Fellows
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Meet the 2025–2026 Fellows

Disease Areas Where Fellows Bring Experience

MASLD / MASH METALD / ALD HBV & MASH CIRRHOSIS PRE- & POST-LIVER 
TRANSPLANTATION
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Mike Betel, MS, MSc
Founder and President

Fatty Liver Alliance 

Wayne Eskridge, BSEE
Co-Founder and CEO

Fatty Liver Foundation 

Maraika Geisterfer-
Black, MScGH

Advocacy, Policy, and 
Public Health 

Programme Manager
European Association for 

the Study of the Liver 
(EASL)

Jeff McIntyre, MA
Vice President of Liver 

Health Programs
Global Liver Institute 

Michael Providence, 
CAE

Director of Policy and 
Planning 

American Association for 
the Study of Liver 
Diseases (AASLD)

Amy Trang, PhD, Med
Founder and CEO 

Social Capital Solutions, Inc. 
 

José Willemse, MSc
Board Member
Liver Patients 
International 

Program Governance
Inaugural Cohort Selection Committee
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How Stakeholders Can Collaborate
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• Invo lve  Fe llo w s  in  p ro t o c o l re vie w  t o  e nsu re  p a t ie n t -c e n t ric  d e s ig n  a nd  fe a s ib ilit y .
• Inc lud e  Fe llo w s  o n  p a t ie n t  a d viso ry b o a rd s  t o  g a t he r re a l-w o rld  in s ig h t s .
• Co lla b o ra t e  o n  re c ru it m e n t  s t ra t e g ie s  t o  im p ro ve  e n ro llm e n t  a nd  re t e n t io n  ra t e s .

Clinical Trial 
Sponsors

• Eng a g e  Fe llo w s  in  s t ud y d e s ig n  d isc uss io ns  t o  a lig n  re se a rc h  w it h  p a t ie n t  p rio rit ie s .
• Inc o rp o ra t e  Fe llo w s’ fe e d b a c k o n  p a t ie n t  b u rd e n  a nd  e nd p o in t  se le c t io n .
• Pa rt ne r w it h  Fe llo w s  fo r d isse m ina t io n  o f find ing s  t o  p a t ie n t  c o m m un it ie s .

Researchers

• Inc lud e  Fe llo w s  in  a d viso ry p a ne ls  fo r re g u la t o ry g u id a nc e  a nd  p a t ie n t  e ng a g e m e n t  
fra m e w o rks .

• Le ve ra g e  Fe llo w s’ live d  e xp e rie nc e  t o  in fo rm  b e ne fit -risk a sse ssm e n t s .
• Use  Fe llo w s  t o  e nha nc e  t ra n sp a re nc y a nd  t ru s t  in  re g u la t o ry d e c is io n -m a king .

Policy and 
Regulatory 
Leaders

• Co lla b o ra t e  w it h  Fe llo w s  t o  a m p lify t he  p a t ie n t  vo ic e  a c ro ss  live r d ise a se  c o m m un it ie s .
• Co -d e ve lo p  e d uc a t io na l m a t e ria ls  a nd  o u t re a c h  c a m p a ig ns .
• Sup p o rt  Fe llo w s’ p a rt ic ip a t io n  in  sc ie n t ific  a nd  p o lic y fo rum s t o  s t re ng t he n  a d vo c a c y 

im p a c t .

Advocacy 
Organizations
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Powered by Collaboration

The University of California, Berkeley School of Public Health
Education Partner
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Inaugural Sponsor
Madrigal Pharmaceuticals 
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Join Us in Building the Future of 
Patient Advocacy

Support Sustainability as a 2026 sustaining sponsor

Stay Connected through the Fellowship website
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Sponsorship Contact
Henry E. Chang, Executive Director, Fatty Liver Foundation
henry@fattyliverfoundation.org

Program Contact
Elena Samsonova, Fellowship Program Manager
elena@harrisonfellows.org

www.harrisonfellows.org
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